
CES Environmental Briefing Sheet: 
 
Purpose:   
 
The purpose of this briefing is to bring a site to your attention that requires immediate attention and to 
request verbal funding authority of up to $2 million for conduct of a Removal Action. 
 
Context: 
 
The site is located at:   4904 Griggs Road, Houston, Harris County, TX 
The site is surrounded by residential properties and a school.  The population is 97% minority. 
The residents have had environmental insults from this facility since it operated and continued having 
these issues during conservatorship by the Trustee 
The City of Houston has responded to many citizen complaints during operations and following 
conservatorship by the Trustee. 
 

- The site is a former waste management/chemical recycling facility. 
- The company operated from 1999 – 2010. 
- In 2010, the company filed chapter 11 which was converted to a chapter 7 and trustee 

appointed; 
- In 2012, EPA conducted removal action at PACES (a related business); 
- In March 2014, EPA began involved at CES as a result of spill (vandalism) reported to EPA from 

TCEQ – Houston; 
o EPA pushed TCEQ to address issues at the site along with the Trustee and EPA has been 

getting regular updates; 
o EPA believed that the Trustee was close to a deal with its contractor where the 

contractor would fund the cleanup with payment after sale of property (prospective 
purchaser was in the wings). 

o The prospective purchaser arrangement never got off the ground; 
o Trustee has informed TCEQ that it does not have the funding to complete the cleanup 

but did obtain an emergency approval from the court ($131,000) to address 2 tanks and 
waste piles; 

o Trustee will complete these action by mid to late August. 
o TCEQ has requested EPA assistance to address the environmental issues at the site; 

 
Issues: 
 

- The site is unsecure as fencing is continues to be stolen and/or is damaged allowing trespassers 
open access to the facility; 

- The site has containers full of hazardous substances much of which are hazardous wastes.  The 
containers include:  ASTs, Vacuum Boxes, Frac Tanks, Tanker Trailers, Totes, Drums, and smaller 
containers; 

- Some of the hazardous substances include: benzene (D018), creosol (D023-26), 2,4,6-
Trichlorophenol (D042), MEK (D035), 1,2-Dichloroethane (D028), pH (D002), Ignitibility (D001) 
and other hazardous substances; 

- Risks: 
o Release of chemicals into the environment due to vandalism, arson; 



o Release of chemical into the environment due to weather conditions – hurricane, 
flooding, lightning strikes 

o Release of chemicals into the environment from failure of containers 
o Exposure of the surrounding residential populations as a result of a chemical release 

 
Actions: 
 

- The Removal Program intends to issue an Assessment TDD to begin assessment activities to 
speed along the removal and disposal of wastes at the site; 

- The Removal Program intends to issue a Task Order to the ERRS Contractor to conduct the 
removal action; 

- The Removal Program intends to issue a Removal Support TDD to the START Contractor to 
provide documentation and removal support to the OSC during the conduct of the removal 
action; 

 
- Enforcement obtained information from CID that was confiscated during the criminal 

investigation that may be helpful in determining if PRPs can be identified for cost recovery 
purposes. 
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